THE GRAND ALLIANCE
than at any time the last war. The Dutch with a great deal
more reason think it would be very hard if our numbers should
be much less than they were the last war, since theirs are
greater. . . .
Now that I have said this, I will let you know the method I
could wish the King would be pleased to take, which is very
plainly to let Parliament know what the Emperor and the Dutch
are to furnish, and at the same time to give his own opinion very
frankly, and that by the 24 of Nov. our style, which is the day the
two months ends mentioned in the treaty with the Emperor, he
is obliged to fix this denombrement. I think by this method we shall
have the Parliament on our side, by which we shall gain a greater
number of men than the other way. Were I with you I could
say a great deal upon this subject, for I am so very fully persuaded
that if the King should be prevailed upon to settle this by his own
authority, that we shall never see a quiet day more in England,
and consequently not only ruin our selves, but also undo the
liberties of Europe; for if the King and Parliament begin with a
dispute, France will give what Laws she pleases. I am sure I had
much rather be buried alive than be the fatal instrument of such
misfortunes. I have opened myself very freely to you, but
desire nobody else may know it.
Again, on the zist he wrote to Godolphin :
*It is very plain to me that the Pensioner continues his opinion,
that I ought to finish the denombrement before the meeting of
Parliament. I have been so positive that he despairs of pre-
vailing upon me; but I am afraid he hopes the King may be
able, when he comes to England, to persuade yourself and the
Cabinet Council to it, so that I may have orders sent me, believing
that I should then make no difficulty ; but I do assure you that
I am so persuaded that the doing of this, by his Majesty's authority,
would prove so fatal to himself and the kingdom, that I should
desire to be recalled; for, before God, I will die sooner than do
so fatal a thing.
"While all these preparations resounded upon the anvil of
Europe, both sides, though yielding nothing further, never-
theless still hoped against hope for peace. As so often
happens in world affaks, and particularly in English affairs,
a sense of dire necessity grows in men's minds and yet they
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